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Secular Franciscan Herald 

St. Francis and the Message of Christmas 
It is believed that St Francis was so moved by what he saw at Bethlehem, that on his return to Italy he had an 

idea which was to stain the memories and the imaginations of everyone with the mystery of the Incarnation. 

As Christmas drew near, he approached John Vellita who owned land in the vicinity of Greccio and asked him 

for permission to use a cave on his property to re-enact the birth of Brother Jesus at Bethlehem. There were an 

ass and an ox in the cave and a manger with a statue of the Christ-child lying in the straw. Francis was a 

deacon at the Mass and spoke with such love and tenderness that many believed that the statue came alive as 

he cradled it in his arms. Whether this was true or not, one thing was for sure, Francis had brought back to life 

the humanity of Jesus Christ in the minds and in the imaginations of his contemporaries. This achievement 

was graphically symbolized by this event that took place at Greccio in the Christmas of 1224 and in its 

aftermath. Henceforth the practice of making cribs at Christmas spread all over the world and all down the 

centuries to the present day, to remind all, of the world-shaking truth that is at the heart of Christian 

Spirituality. 

The Meaning of the Immaculate Conception 
When you gaze upon the crib each Christmas you are not just looking at a world-shaking event that happened 

in Bethlehem two thousand years ago, you are looking at the flesh and blood embodiment of an idea 

conceived in the mind of God from all eternity, to share the ecstatic bliss in which he lived, with others. To the 

understandable question why, oh why should, God want to do this, I can only answer by telling you a story. 

When I was studying in London in the fifties, I stood for hours to get a ticket to see Maria Callas singing at 

Covent Garden. She was then in her prime and everyone was talking about her stunning performance as 

Norma. By chance, I managed to get a seat in the front row. The whole experience was the closest thing that I 

ever experienced to heaven on earth. But would you believe it, I still was not totally happy. I felt that I would 

only be fully happy if I could share my happiness with others who I loved. I wanted my mother and father to 

be with me, my brothers and my dearest friends, only then would my cup be overflowing. 

 What I am trying to say is that just as I would love to have shared my little human ecstasy with others, God 

must have loved to share his divine ecstasy with others too.  That is what the great Franciscan Theologian 

Blessed John Duns Scotus meant when he said that love and only love impelled God to create us. To do this 

he would create a world for us of matter and form, of land and sea, of flora and fauna, of men and women. We 

would all be created within his other self, his only Son. In this way, he could love them all. Then he would 

crown this new creation with his presence within it, through his own  Son who would be born into this world 

and rule over it as Christ the King. But a son needs a mother, and the Son of God would need a mother 

too,  not just any mother, but an immaculate mother. This would be necessary to guarantee his growth into his 

spiritual kingship without being in any way hindered by the sins and weaknesses that inevitably infect even 

the best of mothers, who despite their best intentions, are passed on to her children by nature and nurture. That 

is why Mary, the immaculate mother of Jesus, is an essential part of God’s plan that must have been conceived 

from all eternity.       By David Torkington, December 2020  catholicstand.com 
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 Calendar of Events 
December 2021-month of the Incarnation 
8th-Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
12th-Discovery of the Tomb of St Francis, 1820 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
13th-St Lucy, Virgin & martyr, died 304 
14th- no meeting 
St John of the Cross, Doctor of the Church, founded 
Discalced Carmelites, died 1591 
25th-Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
26th-Feast of the Most Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph 
27th-St John the Evangelist, Apostle, died 1st Century 
28th-Feast of the Holy Innocents 
January 2022-month of the Holy Name of Jesus and 
His Holy Childhood 
1st-Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
2nd-Feast of the Epiphany 
3rd-Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus 
4th-Blessed Angela de Foligno, widow, Franciscan 
Third Order Secular, died 1310 
7th-St Raymond of Penyafort, Priest, Dominican, died 
1275 
9th-Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
11th-Monthly Gathering-5 PM-Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church Basement-pot luck with dice game/gifts 
13th-St Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church, died 368 
21st-St Agnes of Rome, Virgin, Martyr, died 304 
23rd-Feast of the Marriage of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
24th-St Francis de Sales, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, 
died 1622 
25th-The Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 
26th-Sts Timothy (Bishop, Martyr, died 97) and Titus 
(Bishop, Disciple of St Paul, died 96)   
27th-Angela Merici, Mystic, Franciscan Third Order 
Secular, founded the Ursulines, died 1540 
28th-Blessed Gregory X, Pope, Franciscan Third Order 
Secular, died 1276 
28th-St Thomas Aquinas, Dominican, Doctor of the 
Church, died 1274 
31st-St John Bosco, Priest, Salesians founder, died 
1888 
 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church Basement  

November 9, 2021 – 6:00 PM Members present:  Jan 
Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, 
Sue Zenzen, Rita Vosen and Janet Berendt. Absent: 
Karen Gross, David Czech. Excused: Pam Geyer and 
Patty Commerford. 
Jan opened the gathering with prayers from The Ritual. 
Minutes of the last gathering were read and approved. 
Treasurer’s balance: $1,055.05.  
Jan read the report of the Visitation on October 12, 
2021. The comments from Tim and Kathy Taormina 
were positive and encouraging. 
A form letter will be sent to Pam Geyer and Karen Gross 
regarding their status as being active or inactive 
members. Sue Zenzen will view a formation workshop 
via phone/zoom on November 21,2021.  Theme:  The 
2002 Address of John Paul II to the Secular Franciscan 
Order. 
Jan led the Liturgy of the Hours.  Sue read Articles 
5,6,11,13 & 19 of the Rule.  Ongoing formation will be 
from the book, “To Live as Francis Lived”, by Leonard 
Foley, OFM, Jovian Weigel, OFM and Patti Normile, 
SFO. Read Sessions 2,3 & 4 for discussion at future 
gathering. 
We may send prayer requests to Sister Maurita Bernett 
at mbernita@fslf.org.  We are encouraged to pray a 
National Prayer for Vocations to the Secular Franciscan 
Order every day. 
Next gathering is January 11, 2022 at 5:00 PM in Our 
Lady of Lourdes basement with a potluck meal and a 
white elephant dice game.  Jan led closing prayer from 
The Ritual at 7:00 PM.  
Submitted by Janet Berendt, ofs  Secretary. 

 

National Prayer for Vocations  
to the Secular Franciscan Order 

 
O good and gracious God, God of mercy, 

compassion, generosity, and love, as we live 
our lives today in the model of St. Francis, 

choosing daily to live the Gospel life, help us to 
help others hear your call. Help us to help 

others recognize their vocation as a 
Secular Franciscan that You have already 

planted in their heart.  Help us, so that together 
we all may work to bring the Gospel to life.

 Amen! 
Composed by Marian R. Crosby, OFS, 2010  
National Fraternity gathering in Scottsdale, AZ 

www.SecularFranciscansUSA.org 

A Prayer to Keep Christmas Simple 
Dear Lord, don't let us miss You this 
Christmas season. Help us to simplify our 
activities and traditions so we can focus our 
celebration on Your birth. Thank You for 
being the Prince of Peace, and I ask You for 
that supernatural peace to reign in our 
hearts. Thank You for the simple but life-
changing message of Your love for us. In 
Jesus' Name, Amen. ~ Melanie Chitwood 
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